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As 2016 comes to a close
we can look back on a busy
and successful year the
highlight of which was the
unveiling of the new brass
plaque celebrating the bicentenary of St. Brendans
(CoI) and commemorating
the Leinsters.
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As well as being the centenary of the
events of 1916, 2016 also marked the
bicentenary of St. Brendan’s Church
(CoI) in Birr. We were delighted to
have been able to present the church
with a new brass plaque celebrating
this event while also commemorating
the Leinsters.

The plaque was unveiled by Leinster
Regiment Ireland chairman John Goodman during the annual remembrance
Sunday ceremony. Leinster Regiment
Ireland secretary John Hollingsworth
participated in the service by laying a
wreath on the new plaque to commemorate the men that served in the regiment.

We are very grateful to the Earl of
Rosse who very kindly agreed to have
his family’s memorial relocated to
another part of the church to allow
the new plaque to be situated between the first and second world war
memorials which is an appropriate
place for it.

We also used the service as an opportunity to present Archdeacon Wayne
Carney with his certificate of honorary
membership to Leinster Regiment Ireland
which recognised his invaluable assistance
in perpetuating the memory of all those
who served in The Leinsters.

Much credit and thanks are due
to all those that brought this
project to fruition especially
Derek Coulter in St. Brendans,
and Mary Sanders and Brendan
Lynch from Leinster Regiment
Ireland.
After the service we enjoyed
lunch in Parkers of Riverstown
before proceeding to Crinkle to
lay a wreath on the Leinster
memorial outside the old barrack
gates.
All in all a very successful and
memorable day was had by all.

The plaque that was unveiled; “IN HONOUR OF THE BI-CENTENARY OF St. BRENDAN’S CHURCH OF
IRELAND, BIRR AND TO PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OFALL WHO SERVED WITH THE PRINCE OF WALSES’S LEINSTER REGIMENT (ROYAL CANADIANS)
Presented by Leinster Regiment Ireland November 2016
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The Leinster plaque in situ between the First and Second World War Memorials

Leinster Regiment Ireland and Birr Military History Society members at lunch in Parkers
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Books
We are blessed in Leinster Regiment Ireland to have talented individuals such as Stephen Callaghan and Ger
O’Meara in our number. Both have produced high quality publications that should be of interest .

“Heart And Soul” - A History of St. Brendan’s Graveyard in Birr. Stephen Callaghan and Caimin O’Brien.

St. Brendan’s is the final resting place for the deceased parishioners of Birr, both Catholic and
Protestant. As Birr has grown and expanded
throughout the centuries, the carved records of its
dead generations have remained and endured the
test of time.

“Lorrha People in the Great War”. Gerard O’Meara.

Stephen’s book provides a permanent record of all
those people interred in St. Brendan’s. It is a very
timely publication given the bicentenary of St.
Brendan’s CoI in Birr.
The book is available to purchase on the Offaly history website; www.offalyhistory.com/shop/books

Stephen Callaghan (3rd
from left) at the launch
of his book in St.
Brendan’s Church in
Birr.
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Chairman’s Report

2016 was a very busy and rewarding year and lived up to all
expectations.
I was particularly delighted and
honored to have participated in
the unveiling of the new plaque
commemorating the Leinsters in
St. Brendan’s (CoI) in Birr which
was a highlight of the year.
We are particularly grateful to
Derek Coulter, Mary Sanders
and Brendan Lynch for their
work in bringing this project to
fruition.
During the year we attended

many commemorations around
the country including the National day of Commemoration in
Kilmainham and The State
Somme Commemoration in Islandbridge, We also participated
in the unveiling of the Co. Wicklow Peace and Remembrance
memorial and we were delighted
to have been represented by
Mary Kennedy at the Somme
Centenary commemoration at
Guillemont in September.
I am delighted that our membership is growing and that we continue to make friends and build

relationships with other groups
and individuals.
2017 promises to be a very interesting year with the Messines
and Passchendaele anniversaries
figuring prominently.
We plan to have a full program
of events during the year with
visits to Irish places of interest as
well as a unique battlefield tour.
So it just remains for me to wish
you a happy and prosperous
2017
John Goodman

Books continued.
Ger O’Meara published his book
“Lorrha People in the Great War” in
late November. In Birr LRI Chairman, John Goodman, participated in
the launch and presented copies of the
book to Birr Library and to the late
Sean Cooke’s son.
The book contains 69 chapters on the
individuals and families from the parish of Lorrha that saw service in the
Great War.

Unsurprisingly many of the men detailed in book served in the Leinsters
which is to be expected given the area’s
proximity to the barracks in Birr.
It is a very interesting read particularly
for those from the area and those with
an interest in the Leinsters.

The book is for sale in SuperValu in Birr, Banagher, Roscrea and Portumna.
Bookworm in Liberty Square,
Thurles.
The Nenagh Bookshop.
The shops in Lorrha.
Or by contacting Ger directly
at gerryo@gerardomeara.com

Ger O’Meara and LRI Chairman John
Goodman at the launch of his book in
Birr Library.
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Events Gallery

Above; L-R (back) Ger O’Meara, Brendan Mullins, David Wilson, Derek Coulter (front) Mary Sanders,
John Hollingsworth, John Goodman, Stephen Callaghan. AGM Birr

Above; John Goodman and John Hollingsworth
at the Wicklow Peace & Remembrance Memorial
unveiling.
Right: Studholme Commemoration, Birr
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Events Gallery

Birr Remembrance Service

Above; L-R Brendan Lynch, Mary Sanders, Brendan Mullins, John Hollingsworth, Islandbridge Commemoration
Below: John Goodman WFA Talk, Collins Barracks
Right; Mary Kennedy, Wreath Laying Birr

Leinster Regiment Ireland
Contact: Secretary John Hollingsworth
E-mail: leinsterregimentireland@gmail.com

Sgt. Andrew McLaughlin, 2731, 7th Leinsters, DCM

Sgt. Andrew McLaughlin of the 7th Lein-Colonel Sir A. Weldon, Hart., C.V.O., D.S.O.”.
sters was awarded the DCM in 1916 while
serving in the Loos sector. His picture
above appeared in Irish Life magazine in the
same year. He survived the war finishing
with the 2nd battalion after the 7th was
absorbed in to it.
The text in the magazine adds some detail
to his citation. “for gallant conduct at
Loos, where with only three men, he
stopped the advance of about 600 Germans. The presentation was made by Lieut

Program of events for 2017;
Jan 30th:

Talk by Stephen Callaghan on Offaly War Dead. 8pm Offaly
History Society, Burg Quay, Tullamore

Apr 8th:

Field trip to Co. Cork details TBD

May:

Battlefield Tour Israel/Palestine TBC

8/9 Jul:

RBL & National Commemorations in Dublin

Jul 15:

Western Front Association talk by John Goodman on 1st Leinsters
National Museum Collins Barracks

Aug:

Birr Vintage Week—AGM

Nov:

Remembrance Ceremony in Birr

