1

The Leinsters
May 2016

We’re online! Thanks to the hard work and dedication of Brendan Mullins our new website is up;

www.leinsterregimentireland.ie
It will provide you with everything you need to
know and keep you up to date with our plans.
We have included a page called ’Profiles’ which we
will continually add to building up a repository of
Leinster related information.
2016 is proving to be a very active year and we’ve
already been busy with so much happening to
commemorate the events of a century ago in Dublin and France, and we’re only half way through
the year!

We’ve a full issue with articles on the Leinsters connection with the Easter Rising in Dublin and our visit to
Newtownards.
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1916 Remembered
Visit to Somme Association in Newtownards
For our first event of 2016, we travelled to the Somme Centre in Newtownards on 5th March. Our tour
began promptly at 2pm and we were
shown around the centre by our
knowledgeable guide Trevor. We
started off with a brief introduction
to the three Irish Divisions which
fought during the Great War, the
10th Irish Division, 16th Irish Division
and the 36th Ulster Division, the
latter had trained on the Clandeboye
estate, which the centre is located
quite close to. There were also pictures of the memorials to each of the
Divisions, the Celtic cross for the
10th Irish in Macedonia and also of
the 16th Irish Division which is in
Belgium and the Ulster Tower at
Thiepval to the 36th Ulster Division
which is based on St. Helen’s Tower
which is on the Clandeboye estate, a
sight many men in the 36th would

have seen before leaving Ulster.
On our tour the reasons for the outbreak of war were explained along with
what the recruiting process at the time
would have been like and how the army
was a welcome change for many with a
relatively decent wage compared to the
normal industrial wage of the time, and
not to mention three meals a day. Examples of the uniforms worn at the time
were passed around and it was clear
straight away how poor they would have
handled the muddy and water logged
conditions of the trenches in France and
Flanders.
As we continued our tour a highlight for
many was experiencing what a trench
would have been like with the centre’s
excellent mock up trench, albeit the
mockup trench is slightly wider than an
actual trench, but this is for health and

One of the many excellent museum exhibits

safety reasons. In the darkened
mock up trench with flickering
lights and simulated explosions of
shells in the distance and a rumbling background soundtrack on
top of our guide’s descriptions of
life in a trench it was possible if
only to get a mere glimpse of the
appalling conditions of trench
warfare, one could almost imageine the smell, noise of shells exploding and of course the horrible rats which would start eating
at the wounded men once they
had fallen asleep!
We then watched a short video
on the Battle of the Somme with
an hour by hour narration of
how the battle went and the
horrendous casualties suffered
despite the previous several days
of intense artillery bombardment
of the German lines. Over
50,000 soldiers wounded or
killed on the first day of the battle, which continued right up
until November 1916. Soldiers of
the 36th Ulster Division went
over the top on the first day, it
wasn’t until September that the
16th Irish Division took part
with the attacks on the village of
Guillemont and Ginchy.
Afterwards we wandered out of
the trench where our tour ended, we thanked our guide for a
very interesting and most enjoyable tour, we were able to look
around the centre’s other smaller exhibits on Gallipoli and naval
warfare as well as an impressive
selection of medals and badges
on display to the various disbanded Irish Regiments. We left
the centre and had a quick and
cheerful meal before heading
back home.
Stephen Callaghan
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Chairman’s Report
2016 has certainly lived up to it’s
promise of being a very busy year
but it has also been most enjoyable. We visited the Somme Association Museum in Newtownards Co. Down in March which
was a very interesting and informative trip, See Stephen
Callaghan’s report for the full
story.
We’ve a lot more planned for
the rest of the year and we’re
looking forward to participating
in Birr Vintage Week where we
also plan to hold our AGM. One
of the highlights of the year is

our planned trip to the Somme
to attend the centenary commemoration of the taking of the
village of Guillemont on September 3rd 1916 in which the Leinsters played such a pivotal role
earning 2 VCs, This promises to
be a very interesting trip.

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Brendan Mullins for all his hard work in building our new website;
www.leinsterregimentireland.ie.

I would like to welcome Patricia
Brophy and Stephen Callaghan
on to our committee. Patricia
has agreed to be our representative for the Birr area and Stephen
is our PRO. His email address is
stecallaghan@gmail,com and
mobile is 086-0704000.

I look forward to seeing you at
the various events planned for
the rest of this momentous year.

I’m sure that you’ll agree that he
has done a fantastic job.

John Goodman

New Website! www.leinsterregimentireland.com

Thanks to Brendan Mullins our new website www.leinsterregimentireland.com is
now up and running.
It will contain updates and reports of all
our activities. The profiles page will be
added to on an ongoing basis with articles
and histories relating to the individual
soldiers. Please feel free to submit any
information that you like to see published.
We hope that we can create an online
repository of Leinster related information,
Please feel free to provide us with feedback.
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The Leinsters in The Easter Rising Dublin 1916
Bowen-Colthurst
One of the officers named on the memorial to the 4th Battalion Leinster regiment in Portlaoise is
Captain Robert McGregor Bowen-Colthurst. He was killed in action at Dickebusch in France on
the 15 March 1915 whilst attached to the 1st Battalion Leinsters. He is also remembered on the
Ypres (MeninGate) Memorial. The Bowen-Colthurst families were extensive landowners in Co
Cork with several castles to their name including Blarney and Dripsey castles. One of Robert’s
cousins was the Anglo-Irish novelist and short-story writer Elizabeth Bowen.
Robert’s name comes into focus at this time because of last year’s sale of Dripsey Castle which
was his childhood home. Unfortunately for Robert, it also comes into focus because of the actions
of his murderous older brother John during the 1916 Rising.
The boys would have fished on the scenic banks of the Dripsey River
which runs through the grounds and which has more lately been harnessed by recent owners to generate electricity for the house itself.

Above:Robert Bowen-Cothurst
Left: A recent photo of the Georgian
house on the lands of Dripsey Castle,
Co. Cork

Their upbringing at Dripsey must have seemed idyllic. Robert
and John would have immersed themselves in Dripsey Castle and its grounds. The 1740-built residence would have been one of the grandest country houses of its day when first constructed. They
would have played “soldiers” around the 15th century ruined castle on the grounds which gives the
house its name. This had been a stronghold of the McCarthys who had been based at Blarney Castle, also later owned by the Colthursts.

Contd.
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The Leinsters in The Easter Rising Dublin 1916
Bowen-Colthurst (Cotd.)

Turning now to the older brother Captain John
Bowen-Colthurst. His bizarre rampage in Dublin
during Easter week in 1916 will surely come under the spotlight once again during the centenary
of the historic event.
He was a captain with the 3rd Battalion of the
Royal Irish Rifles stationed at Portobello Barracks
in Rathmines, Dublin and was described as the
‘distinguished six foot three military man with the
handlebar moustache’. His rampage included
the summary execution of totally innocent people
including the well-known pacifist Francis Sheehy
Skeffington and two newspaper editors Thomas
Dickson and Patrick McIntyre.

He was eventually court-marshalled and found
guilty, but immediate intervention was made on
his behalf and he was declared to be insane.
Imprisoned in Broadmoor Criminal Mental Asylum, he was released in 1922 - although some
reports give his release date as early as 1918.
He lived in London but was tracked down by the
Old I.R.A.. He was forced to move to Canada
and ended his days in British Columbia. Whilst
there he moved home three more times to avoid
the I.R.A. until his death in December 1965.

His family were boycotted following the SheehySkeffington murder, and they subsequently
moved to live in England.
Mary Sanders
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The Leinsters in The Easter Rising Dublin 1916

Although 3 battalions of The Leinster Regiment were active during the Easter Rising in 1916, it was only the 5th
that was directly involved in the fighting. The 3rd and 4th battalions were mobilized but performed only guard
duty at Bridges on the Shannon for example, so this article with concentrate on the 5th.
It was 11.15pm on Easter Monday, April 24th that the 5th received orders to mobilize at their barracks at the Curragh. 2 hours later a service detachment of 262 men left for the railway station and the train to Kingsbridge
(Heuston). The following afternoon found them resting in Dublin Castle where they received orders to clear the
area from Tara Street to Westmoreland Street. As they crossed the lower Castle yard they came under fire from
the houses opposite the Castle occupied by the volunteers.
They occupied Dame Lane and created a communication link to Trinity College which was rapidly resembling a
barracks as reinforcements poured into Dublin. One officer of the 5 th 2nd Lt. A. M. Jameson, described many of
his experiences in letters home. Machine guns had been placed on the roof of Trinity and The Tivoli Theatre which
was then located on Burgh Quay to fire on the rebel positions across the river in the buildings at the end of Sackville St (O’Connell). While inspecting these positions Lt Jameson had great difficulty in climbing through the holes
they made in roof tops
“It’s a horrible thing being so fat! When I got the slates off I was too fat to get thro’ the beam, so I got burberry off
and tried again – still too fat. Then I tried with my Sam Brown off – still too fat, so I had to take my tunic off, and
just managed to squeeze through with the help of my Sergeant who shoved! They were sniping at us all the time
but they were rotten shots and hit nobody! However it cheered us up lots, cos all the men and myself were roaring with laughter.”
For many on both sides this was their first experience of warfare and the seriousness of the situation quickly became apparent.
“I shot my first man at the top of O’Connell’s statue. I felt horrid and as if I wanted to go and apologise and help
him!” “I very soon got over that and was very annoyed when I missed anybody”.
It’s not completely clear who Lt. Jameson was shooting at as at this relatively early stage in the fighting crowds of
onlookers still gathered close to fighting to spectate on the goings on.
Many of the Leinsters were new recruits and it was their time to be under fire. Furthermore the situation was still
very confused and nobody was quiet sure as to where the enemy positions were. They had established a piquet
line along the southern side of Dame St
and occupied Jammets Restaurant on the
corner of Andrews Street and Church
Lane with a reserve of 20 men.
“At 4 o’clock in the morning they all got
an attack of funk – swore they had seen
about ’20 men stealing by’, loosed off any
amount of ammunition at nothing and
then ran away and collected in a quivering bunch at the end of the street. I had
to go and get them all back to their places with 12 more of my men to give them
confidence and had to report the sergeant the next morning for deserting his
post. He got it very hot!”

Jammets Restaurant and Hotel,
Andrews Street
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The Leinsters in The Easter Rising Dublin 1916
On the other side of the river Peader Bracken was the only man with a rifle, his comrades were armed with shotguns which hadn’t the range to trouble the troops 300 yards away on D’Olier St.
“One exposed himself a little at a side door whom I pointed out to my comrades. I told them not to move a trigger
until he came outside and leave him to me. He came out on the path and I dropped him. Another showed up and I
allowed him to pull in the casualty. In a few seconds he reached out with his rifle to ‘fish in’ the rifle on the path.
While doing so he exposed his arm and his side and I let him have one which caused his cap to bound out on the
street”.
Pte. Christopher Moore, from Dublin, was killed in this area and buried temporarily in the Provost’s Garden in
Trinity College. LCpl Robert Fitzgerald was discharged as being no longer fit for duties as a result of the wounds he
received. His records show that he had “GSW – Ampt thro wrist – Dublin Rebellion 1916”. While we can’t be sure
that these were the men that Peader Bracken hit, the circumstances certainly match. LCpl Fitzgerald was never
posted to France and as such did not qualify for any medals or decorations other than the Silver War Badge as
Dublin was considered home service and not a theatre of war.
On Wednesday afternoon a heavy gun was brought up to the lawns in front of Trinity with the objective of destroying the rebel positions in Kelly’s Gunsmiths and Hopkins Jewellers on either side of the bottom of Sackville
Street where Peader Bracken was stationed. This made their position untenable and the remaining rebels withdrew.

Modern day map showing the Leinster’s movements

___ Movement on Tuesday April 25 in black
___ Movement on Wednesday April 26 in red
Rebel positions marked with green diamonds
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The Leinsters in The Easter Rising Dublin 1916
On Easter Thursday, April 27th the Leinsters were moved from the area around Trinity to the Castle and were
ordered to occupy Parliament Street and Capel Street with the aim of isolating the Four Courts garrison and GPO
garrisons.
They employed the use of some of the improvised armoured cars the British had created by attaching a boiler to a
truck chassis. Extra slits had to be painted on them to confuse the rebel snipers. Each car held about 15 men and
the tactic employed was to drive up to the building that was to be occupied and use the vehicle as cover while
they smashed down the door and entered. In this fashion they worked their way up street with the armoured car
shuttling back and forth until all the buildings were occupied.
With reinforcements from the 3rd Royal Irish Rifles and the Sherwood Foresters they erected and manned barricades at Little Britain Street, Little Mary Street, Mary’s Abbey, Little Strand Street, Lwr Ormond Quay, Great
Strand Street and Upper Abbey Street.
“I was right in front with the driver when the car stopped and had quite a job in making the men get out. When
they did they all lost their head and shouted. However, they eventually bashed in the house and bullets were
whizzing at us all the time from the barricade in Little Mary St”. At this stage much of the fighting was chaotic and
many civilians were in its midst further adding to the confusion.
“My corporal saw a civilian walking where a whole lot of Sinn Feiners were so he said he didn’t know whether he
was a Sinn Feiner or not, but anyway he oughtn’t to be there so he’d ‘just shoot him in the foot’. So he up with his
rifle and fired, and the man hopped down the street on one leg”.
Both sides also complained of atrocities committed by the other side;
“The brutes always took either a woman or child with them whenever they crossed the street so it was hard to
get a shot at them, but we got a good few. They had a house with a small Red Cross flag hung out and I told my
men not to fire at it. But one of my men fired just as a Red Cross ambulance drew up there; and I asked him what
he fired at. He said he saw a man firing behind the van. I was just beginning to curse him hard when about 15
armed rebels ran out of the Red Cross house round the corner. We blazed away like fury but only winged a couple
as they had only a few feet to cross.”

___ Movement on Thursday April 27th ___ Final line Friday April 29th
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The Leinsters in The Easter Rising Dublin 1916
After several days of hard fighting Lt. Jameson’s attitude had hardened toward the civilians;
“At that time I had three men lying in the street, so I took the passes of the first few civilians who came by, and
made them go down Little Mary Street and take the men into the nearest houses to be looked after, and wouldn’t
give them back their passes until they had done so, ‘cos I didn’t like to see them wriggling. I thought it was a rather good idea!”
By now Dublin city was in flames. The tactic of using incendiary devices to burn the rebels out of their positions
had created a huge conflagration which was both beautiful and terrible at the same time. Lt. Jameson thought the

flames “were the most gorgeous thing I’d ever seen.”
Those that were involved in the fighting during Easter week certainly felt that they were in a war.
“Nobody had any idea how serious matters were. However, we started fighting on Tuesday at midday and never
stopped until Saturday! It was a very ghastly affair – so many civilians and women and children shot. Everybody
who has been in France seemed to think the Dublin fighting was a far worse thing to be in!”
The insurgents "fought very bravely", Prime Minister Asquith told the House of Commons. "They conducted
themselves as far as our knowledge goes, with humanity."
In Limerick the 4th battalion captured the Tricolour which remained in the Imperial War Museum until this year
when it was returned on long term loan.

John Goodman
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Leinster Regiment Ireland
Contact: Secretary John Hollingsworth
E-mail: leinsterregimentireland@gmail.com

Officers 6th Batt. Leinster Regiment 1914

Calendar of Events for the remainder of year 2016:

11.30am Sat 09 Jul 2016: Battle of the Somme Centenary Commemoration Ceremony, at the National War Memorial Gardens, Islandbridge, Dublin.
Please note: contrary to arrangements in past years, the ceremony this year is being arranged by the Department of Taoiseach. Any member requiring an invitation should request it from the Protocol Section of the Department of the Taoiseach.
However please note that the event is also open to the public. The strict timing being applied to the event requires attendees
to be seated by 11.30am in the Memorial Gardens when live TV coverage begins.
10.30am Sun 10 July 2016: National Day of Commemoration, at The Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin
Sat-Sun 06-07 August 2016: Birr Vintage Week
Activities for this weekend will include: AGM , Lecture, Dinner in Dooley’s Hotel on Saturday night, Tour of WW1 related sites
in the locality, Lunch on Saturday and Sunday, Wreath-laying at Leinsters’ Memorial in Crinkle.
Fri-Mon 02-05 September 2016: A trip to Guillemont
We will attend the ceremony in Guillemont in conjunction with the SommeAssociation. The timing coincides with the 100th
anniversary of the Leinster Regiment participation in the Battle of the Somme. We will use Ieper as a base of operations, and
also make visits to various sites in Flanders.
2pm for 2.30pm start on Sat 15 Oct 2016: Joint Meeting with WFA at Collins Barracks, Dublin. Lecture by John Goodman,
Chairman, Leinster Regiment Ireland: “The 2nd Leinsters, a Battalion of ‘The Old Contemptibles’;, who they were and what
became of them”.
Nov 2016: Remembrance Sunday.

