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We’ve had a very busy 2015 and we’re looking
forward to an even busier 2016!
It’s been a very successful first year and we have
achieved a huge amount in a very short time.
From our tentative beginnings this time last year
we’ve already grown in numbers and built relationships with old and new friends.
2016 should be a very interesting year with so
much happening to commemorate the events of a
century ago in Dublin and France and we are really looking forward to being involved in and represented at as many events as possible.

Some of those that
attended our inaugural meeting in Port
Laoise in June.
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Newsletter
The year that was
Tremendous work was carried out
by the committee this year to get LRI
up and running and to start as we
mean to go on. One of our aims is
to try and incorporate an activity on
the days that we meet and so far we
have managed to do that.
Our initial meeting was in Port Laois
at UNIVA’s post 27 building. This
was followed up by the laying of a
wreath at the nearby Leinster Regiment memorial. We were delighted
to attend a memorial service for their
members later on in June.
We also attended both the RBL

service in Islandbridge and the National
day of commemoration in Kilmainham in
July.

year and we are looking forward
to participating in and organizing
more events.

September saw our inaugural AGM in
The National Museum at Collins Barracks
which we followed up with a visit to St.
Patrick’s Cathedral to view their Great
War exhibition.
The year was wrapped up with a memorial service and wreath laying in Birr &
Crinkill in November which is described
in more detail elsewhere in this newsletter.
Next year promises to be a very busy

At the National Day of Commemoration in Kilmainham in July; LRI Secretary John Hollingswoth and
Vice Chairman Brendan Lynch with the relatives of executed 1916 Easter Rising leader, Padraig
Pearse.
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Chairman’s Report
It’s been a very busy and rewarding 2015 and 2016 promises to
be even more eventful.
We’ve started out as we mean
to go on with events in Port
Laois, Dublin and Birr. I felt
particularly privileged to have
attended and participated in the
remembrance ceremony in Birr
last month where we were made
very welcome in St. Brendan’s
(RC) church. Not only had they
arranged for their choir to sing
but they also had the organist to
accompany them. It was a most
enjoyable afternoon.

We have outlined our program
of events for 2016 which will
include activities in Ireland and
France to commemorate the
centenary of Easter Rising and
The Somme, both of which the
Leinsters’ participated in.
One of our stated goals is to
develop relationships with other
organisations and I was delighted
to visit The Somme Association
in Newtownards and The Royal
Irish Fusiliers in Armagh in September.

Association next year and tour
their wonderful museum.
I would like to thank the committee for all their efforts in getting things up and running. In
particular I would like to thank
Mary Sanders whose talents as an
administrator are second to
none.
So it just remains for me to wish
you all a very merry and peaceful
Christmas and a happy 2016
John Goodman

We plan to visit the Somme

Birr Remembrance Service
On Saturday November 14th Leinster
Regiment Ireland attended a specially
arranged ceremony in St. Brendan’s (RC)
Church in Birr to remember the men
from the Leinsters that had fallen in
World War 1.
The ceremony was led by Fr. Timothy
Lehane and the excellent music was provided by the parish choir and organist.
Chairman, John Goodman,
gave a short address to as-

sembled congregation emphasizing
the importance of Birr to LRI. He
also referenced the dreadful attacks
that occurred in Paris the night before.
After the ceremony a small group
proceeded to the barracks at Crinkill
and laid a wreath at the Leinster Memorial.

All in all it was a very pleasant afternoon and something that was long
overdue in Birr. We look forward
to it becoming an annual fixture on
the LRI Calendar.

Leinster Regiment Ireland
Contact: Secretary John Hollingsworth
E-mail: leinsterregimentireland@gmail.com

2nd Battalion Sergeant's Mess 1914

Patrick Hughes very kindly allowed us
to use his fine picture of the Sgts mess
of the 2nd battalion which was taken
in Cork prior to their arrival in France
in 1914. It features his grandfather Sgt
Henry Tandy who was killed at
Premesque on October 18th 1914,
The 2nd were the first of the Leinster’s
battalions to arrive in France as part of
BEF, the so called “Old Contemptibles”.
Over the course of the war they suffered greatly and reflected in microcosm all of the fates that befell the

soldiers of The Great War, Of the
men photographed, some were
killed, others wounded or became
POWs. Some received commissions
while others transferred to other
units. Several saw no action abroad
and some stayed in the 2nd and survived 4 long years of war and were
still present when the guns finally fell
silent in November1918.
We are already in the process putting together a comprehensive article
on the 2nd battalion which will be
published on our web site in the near

Program of events for 2016;
Sat 5 March 2016: Visit to The Somme Association in Newtownards.
Sat 21 May 2016: Easter 1916 Commemorations
Sat/Sun 9/10 July 2016: RBL & National Commemorations in Dublin
August 2016 : Birr Vintage Week
September 2016: Battlefield visit to Guillemont, France
November 2016: Remembrance Ceremony in Birr

future,
This will be a major piece of work
which will map out the story of
the 2nd battalion. it is only right
that the men that fell are remembered but all too often that those
that survived the conflict are
overlooked. The 2nd saw action
during every phase of the war on
the western front and large numbers of men were so badly physically and mentally injured that
their lives were practically destroyed.
It is the stories of these soldiers
that we want to tell. We want
to learn more about who these
individuals were, where they came
from and what befell them.

